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Fannie Mae Foundation grants
aid Legal Assistance for Urban
Communities Clinic
The law Schools legal Assistance for
Urban Communities Clinic has received
two federal grants totaling approximately
$200,000 to support and expand its
work and has added a new clinical
assistant professor.
"The Fannie Mae support has given the
Urban Communities Clinic the ability to
enhance our legal assistance to our nonprofit development clientele," said Clinic
Director Rochelle A. lento, a clinical
assistant professor of law. 'The foundation's
assistance helps us address the multitude of
legal issues related to site control and land
acquisition - a threshold requirement for
any affordable housing development
project."
The Detroit-based clinic began using its
portion of funds from a Fannie Mae
Foundation University-Community
Partnership grant earlier this year to
support its work with the Detroit Eastside
Community Collaborative (DECC) A
second, $100,000 grant from the Fannie
Mae Foundation is being used to "assist six
to ten nonprofit developers [to] research
the state of title on developable land,
identify the issues, outline a plan of action
or the necessary steps to clear title , and
assist with acquisition strategies to acquire
both publicly- and privately-owned land."
J. Taylor Teasdale, formerly a corporate
attorney with Lewis & Munday, PC., in
Detroit, has joined the clinic to work on
programs associated with the grants.
Teasdale earned his ll.M. at the London
School of Economics and his JD. from the
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Detroit College of Law. He also studied at
the University of Windsor law School and
is a member of the Michigan and Ontario
Bars.
Teasdale has been working with five
clinic clients - the community-based
housing/development groups VI.S.1.O.N.
Inc., Messiah Housing Corporation,
Creekside Community Development
Corporation, Grandmont/Rosedale
Development Corporation, and U-SNAPBAC Inc. - "to target properties
appropriate for development." The work
includes "obtaining title insurance
commitments (which include title searches)
for the properties, charting the relevant
information from the title searches in a
user-friendly form, prioritizing and
addressing title problems, and assisting the
developers with acquiring the property
from the city or the private owner."
He also is working with Detroit officials
to improve the citys policies for disposition
of city-owned land. Much of the real estate
the clinic deals with or proposes to
improve is owned by the city, and
Teasdale's examination of the Detroits
property disposition policies is aimed at
expediting the clinics ongoing work.
In addition, the clinic has moved its
headquarters from its former downtown
location to a 97-year-old converted
mansion on East Jefferson that it shares
with other office tenants. The Frederick K.
Stearns House, as the Arts and Crafts style
mansion is known, was built by the Detroit
architects Stratton and Baldwin. The
formerly single-family home is halftimbered on the exterior. Inside, it is
known as one of the best surviving
showcases for Pewabic Pottery tile in
Detroit. The address is part of the Historic
West Village section of Detroit, which hosts
an annual house and garden tour.

The clinic was cited in July at the
lawyers for One America Dinner that
followed President Clinton's Call to Action
to the legal Profession (see story on
page 80) as one of the "creative and
effective approaches undertaken by the
legal community ... that serve to heighten
diversity and promote equal justice." The
clinic was one of 32 "Model Programs"
operated by corporate counsel, bar
associations, law firms, and law schools
that were discussed in the dinner program.
The citation read: "A couple of years ago,
Northwest Detroit Neighborhood
Development (NDND), a communitybased nonprofit organization that is
committed to doing something about the
impoverished Detroit neighborhood of
Brightmoor, approached the legal
Assistance to Urban Communities Clinic
(LAUC) at the University of Michigan law
School. Their law students receive
academic credit for helping groups like
NDND.

Clinical Assistant Professor Rochelle Lento, director
of the Legal Assistance for Urban Communities
Clinic, confers with Clinical Assistant Professor
]. Taylor Teasdale, also with the clinic. Teasdale,
wlto joined the clinic this year, focuses 011 projects
associated witlt the clinics two grants from the
Fannie Mae Foundation.
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"Working with the sure-footed counsel
of the lAUC students, NDND has
facilitated the commencement of
construction of 50 units of new scatteredsite housing. The students'
accomplishments include helping the
group to acquire 100 lots of property,
structure a construction limited
partnership, acquire the first Michigan lowincome housing tax credits for scatteredsite development, and negotiate and
monitor construction contracts.
'This project typifies students' work in
the lAUC, an eight-year-old program at the
University of Michigan Law School. Jointly
funded by the Law School, the State of
Michigan, the Fannie Mae Foundation, and
others, its faculty and professional staff
supervise 24 students a year, working on
behalf of 30 clients."

The Legal Assistance for Urban Communities Clinic
is housed on the third floor of this 97-year-old
converted mansion on East Jefferson Avenue in
Detroit. The clinic gives law students the
opportunity to leam first-hand the intricacies of
urban revitalization and how to help communitybased organizations improve and build affordable
housing in the city.
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Student efforts help shape state law

on legal protection for children

Donald Duquette watched with
satisfaction last spring as Michigan
lawmakers established the kind of legal
protection for children that he and many of
his students had advocated for several
years. PA. 480 of 1998 became effective in
March 1999, and shortly afterward
Duquette sent a letter to four former
students who had worked on the proposal
trumpeting that "Lawyer-guardian ad !item
statute passes in Michigan."
He happily noted in his letter - sent to
Gregory Stanton, '95, Rachel Lokken, '97,
Kristin Schutjer, '98, and Albert Hartmann,
'98 - "you will recognize the concepts
and the language since much of it reflects
your efforts while students here at
Michigan law and while in the Child
Advocacy law Clinic [CALCJ ."
"Greg Stanton helped research and draft
the recommendations of the State Bar of
Michigan Children's Task Force back in
1995," noted Duquette, a clinical professor
of law and director of CALC. 'Those
recommendations were formally adopted
by the State Bar in 1996. In 1997, those
concepts were translated into bill form, in
part through the efforts of Rachel Lokken
and Kristin Schutjer. This team came up
with language that is now enacted into law.
Albert Hartmann authored the influential
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law review note in the fall 1997 Michigan
Journal of Law Reform that set out some of
the principal arguments in support of
this change."
"On the national scene, this Michigan
model of legal representation of children is
having great influence," Duquette said.
"Many find that our approach nicely
addresses the needs of the child for
aggressive and independent advocacy
while accommodating some childrens
immaturity and inability to competently
instruct counsel. Separate bills apply
this role to children in child protection
cases, guardianship cases, and child
custody disputes.
"Nice work. I thought you would like to
know that your efforts have borne fruit."
"These bills endorse the best interests
role, but in a way that treats the individual
child fairly and with respect while
recognizing the special needs and
immaturity of children," Duquette said in
testimony on the proposals in March 1998
at Lansing. "This proposal, where the court
appoints a 'child-attorney' [called 'lawyerguardian ad litem' in the law as it was
passed! to represent the best interests of
the child, is a simple but elegant - and
practical - solution to this problem. The
bill requires that the court always be
informed of the childs wishes, even when
they conflict with the advocates best

Clinical Professor Donald Duquette is shown
testifying in Lansing in March 1998 in favor of
proposals to establish legal representation for
children in proceedings that involve them. A number
of Law School students worlied on the proposals,
which influenced the new Michigan law on
attorney-guardian ad litum that went into effect
last spring. Duquette directs the Law School'.s Child
Advocacy Law Clinic, a pro bono legal consultant
to the lieutenant governor,'.s staff 011 the project.

interests recommendation. In case of a
conflict between the child-attorney's best
interests view and the child's wishes after
discussion and counseling, the bill provides
that the child-attorney must raise the
matter with the court for the courts
determination."
"These bills do not expand the
circumstances under which the child
would be independently represented, but
merely define the role more specifically,"
Duquette said. "Under these bills, the
child-attorney remains mandatory in
protection proceedings, but optional in
child custody or guardianship where the
court is to appoint a child-attorney only if
the court determines that the child's
interests are not adequately represented."
"The proposed system is comfortable
because it gives the child-attorney the
clarity and flexibility necessary for him to
use his training as an attorney," Hartmann
said in remarks prepared for delivery at the
same legislative hearings. "Attorneys are
trained to evaluate a legal situation and
arrive at a satisfactory resolution based on
the goals of the representation. The childattorney will seek a resolution that furthers
the best interests of the child."
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Sharing the Law School's commitment to child advocacy
This year's session for Child
Welfare Law Summer
Fellowship trainees began just
as the sessions each of the four
previous years had begun: with
the fellows introducing
themselves and finding that
they share many ideas,
experiences, and a dedication
to the welfare of children.
Four of the 16 were firstyear University of Michigan
Law School students: Janet A.
Bradley, Sarah A. DeYoung,
Cristina W Ritchie, and
Jonathan P Witmer-Rich.

Others came from law schools
in California, Connecticut, the
District of Columbia,
Massachusetts, Mississippi, and
South Carolina.
But this year's class was
different, too. It was, as
organizer Naomi Woloshin put
it, "the beginning of the new
fellowship program." This year's
class is a "very exciting" one,
said Woloshin, who is program
manager for child welfare
career development at the Law
School's Child Welfare Law
Resource Center.

University of Michigan Law School students Janet A. Bradley, Sarah A. De Young,
Jonathan P Wilmer-Rich, and Cristina W Ritchie during a brea11from their
training as Michigan Child Welfare Law Summer Fellows. These four and a dozen
other fellows from as far away as California, Mississippi, and Massachusetts spent
three intensive days training at the Law School in May before heading out to begin
their summer internships with child advocacy agencies.

Launched five years ago
with funds from the WK.
Kellogg Foundation, the
program this year for the first
time operated without Kellogg
funds and with support from
the Bergstom Foundation and
the Holden Foundation. The
original Kellogg grant provided
seed funds to launch the
program as a demonstration
project. The Bergstrom
Foundation underwrites the
training, fellows' transportation,
and two stipends for Law
School students; the Holden
Foundation also funds two Law
School students' stipends and
two stipends for fellows from
other schools. Some fellows
secured other funding and
some came at their own
expense.
While most of us were
relaxing for our Memorial Day
weekend, the summer fellows
spent a rigorous three days at
the Law School being
introduced to the legal,
organizational, and philosophical
byways by which practitioners
navigate the minefield of
child advocacy:
The training period is "very
intensive and focused," Dean
Jeffrey S. Lehman, '81, told the
fellows. It shares with them
what faculty members and
"generations of students before
you" have learned during the
Law School's more than quarter
century of commitment to
child advocacy:
Fellows listened as Suellyn
Scarnecchia, '81, associate dean
for clinical affairs, led them
through the child protection
and foster care legal process

and assigned the legal exercise
that they would work on
throughout the training
program.
In other parts of the
program, James Henry, of the
School of Social Work at
Western Michigan University,
discussed interview techniques
with child sexual abuse victims.
Henry also joined Woloshin
and Clinical Assistant Professor
Melissa Breger, '94, (see story
on page 46) to present a
session on sexual abuse that
included a demonstration of
expert testimony
Fellows also heard programs
on drug abuse, child
development, rules of evidence,
professional responsibility, and
standards of practice. They
took part in small group
discussions, shared each
other's views in informal
conversations and, at dinner
one evening, heard a talk by
the Hon. Nancy C. Francis, '73,
Washtenaw County Family
Court Judge.
Throughout the training,
they were role playing in a
hypothetical case and honing
skills for making legal decisions
as attorneys for children,
parents, and agencies at the
different stages of child welfare
court hearings. On the final
day, they tried out what they
had learned in a courtroom
exercise involving the
hypothetical case.
Afterward, the interns
dispersed across the country
for summer internships at child
advocacy agencies. Of the Law
School students, Bradley and
Witmer-Rich remained in Ann
Arbor to work with the Law
School's Child Advocacy Law
Continued 011 page 30
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Continued from page 29

Clinic. DeYoung's summer
internship was with the
Children's Law Clinic in
Grand Rapids, and Ritchie
worked with Legal
Services for Children in
San Francisco.
The summer training,
which is helping build a
network of child advocacy
specialists, is designed for
young law students who
expect to use child
advocacy skills in their
future careers. Many
already have acquired
considerable experience in
the field. Ritchie, for
example, was an
investigator for the D.C.
Public Defender's Service
and then for Covington &:
Burling's Child Welfare
Initiative before enrolling
in the Law School; Bradley,
whose undergraduate
work at the University of
Michigan included a focus
on developmental
psychology, said she was
attracted to the Law
School because of the
opportunity to work in the
Child Advocacy Law
Clinic.

Charting a way
through the
'Internal Protection
Alternative'

Discussions lilie this one at the First Colloquium on Challenges in
International Refugee Law, held at the Law School in April, led to
development of ''The Michigan Guidelines on the Internal Protection
Alternative." Here, Rodger P G. Haines, Q.C., of the University of
Aucliland, New Zealand, ma11es a point while student/session
reporter Anne Cusic/1 takes notes.
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"Intellectual conversation in the field of
refugee law ought, if at all possible, to lead
to concrete results for the people who need
them." In voicing this sentiment, Professor
James C. Hathaway, director of the Law
School's Program in Refugee and Asylum
Law, set the tone for the First Colloquium
on Challenges in International Refugee
Law, held at the Law School in April.
Colloquium participants - experts
from around the world and law students
who had spent an academic term in
Hathaway's seminar in comparative asylum
law - followed his lead. They thrashed
out 26 guidelines to chart the way through
the thicket of the often misunderstood and
misapplied "internal protection alternative"
- and distributed them worldwide to
some 500 refugee judges, policymakers,
and advocates.
The guidelines begin by noting that it
is increasingly common for countries to use
"internal flight" or "internal relocation"
rules to keep out people who qualify for
refugee status under the Refugee
Convention of 1951 but who are
considered to be in danger in only part of
their home country. "In this," the
guidelines say, "as in so many areas of
refugee law and policy, the viability of a
universal commitment to protection is
challenged by divergence in state practice.
These guidelines seek to define the ways in
which international refugee law should
inform what the authors believe is more
accurately described as the 'internal
protection alternative."'
The guidelines are divided into seven
categories:
■ The analytical framework;
■ General nature and requirements of
"internal protection alternative" analysis;
■ The first requirement: an "antidote"
to the primary risk of persecution;
■ The second requirement: no
additional risk of, or equivalent to,
persecution;
■ The third requirement: existence of a
minimalist commitment to affirmative
protection;
■ "Reasonableness"; and
■ Procedural safeguards.

BRIEFS

The focus of the colloquium was driven
by the fact that increasing numbers of
nations, especially wealthier and more
powerful nations, are pursuing policies
designed to refuse admission and to keep
refugees in often insecure areas within their
country of origin. Colloquium participants
noted that "contemporary practice in most
developed states of asylum has ... evolved
to take account of regionalized variations of
risk within countries of origin. Under the
rubric of so-called 'internal flight' or
'internal relocation' rules, states
increasingly decline to recognize as
Convention refugees persons
acknowledged to be at risk in one locality
on the grounds that protection should have
been, or could be, sought elsewhere inside
the state of origin."
Participants recognized in their
guidelines that in some cases the country
to which the refugee is attempting to flee
may refuse to admit him because
investigation has revealed that the refugee
really has a safe haven within his own
country "Where a careful inquiry
determines that a particular asylum-seeker
has an 'internal protection alternative ,' it is
lawful to deny recognition of Convention
refugee status," they concluded.
But they stressed that the crux of the
decision to deny refugee status must be a
finding that the asylum seeker could, in
fact , return and be admitted to a region of
the country of origin in which he or she
really will enjoy meaningful and durable
protection. Participants also stressed that
the refugee must be made aware of the
basis for that decision and have the chance
to respond to it.
'To ensure that assessment of the
viability of an 'internal protection
alternative' meets the standards set by
international refugee law, it is important
that the putative asylum state clearly
discloses to the asylum-seeker that internal
protection is under consideration, as well
as the information upon which it relies to
advance this contention," they said. "The
decision-maker must in all cases act fairly,
and, in particular, ensure that no information
regarding the availability of an 'internal
protection alternative' is considered unless
the asylum-seeker has an opportunity to
respond to that information, and to present

other relevant information to the decisionmaker."
Colloquium participants included:
Hathaway; Philip Rudge, founding general
secretary of the European Council on
Refugees and Exile and a co-teacher with
Hathaway during the 1999 winter term;
Deborah Anker, Harvard University;
Rodger PG. Haines, Q.C., University of
Auckland; David A. Martin, University of
Virginia; Jean-Yves Carlier, Universite de
Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium; Lee Anne de la
Hunt, University of Cape Town; and V
Vijayakumar, National Law School of India
University
Nine Law School students also
participated: Deborah Benedict , Jonathan
Chudler, Anne Cusick, Michael Kagan,
Sheila Minihane, Lakshmi Nayar, Frank
Richter, Ali Saidi, and Kathryn Socha.
A complete set of the guidelines is
available via e-mail to proctorj@umich.edu,
or by writing Janis Proctor, 1033 Legal
Research Building, University of Michigan
Law School, Ann Arbor, Michigan 481091215.

"The decision,maker must in all cases
act fairly, and, in particular, ensure
that no information regarding the
availability of an 'internal protection
alternative' is considered unless the
asylum,seeker has an opportunity to
respond to that information, and to
present other relevant information to
the decision,maker."

Law School

conferences
deepen outlooks,
insights
Conferences and symposia ornament
the progression of the academic year like
special guests whose visits you
enthusiastically await beforehand and
pleasantly reflect on afterward. Half a
dozen conferences and symposia dot the
1999-2000 academic year calendar,
offering the opportunity for deep
examination and discussion of a variety of
issues from gender equity and athletics to
American laws impact on native Americans
and the expansion of the number of groups
and backgrounds with which modern
Americans identify
The first program of this kind already
will have taken place by the time this issue
of Law Quadrangle Notes goes to press: the
conference on "The Role and Limits of
Unilateralism in International Law: A U.S.European Symposium," held at the Law
School September 24-25. The program was
jointly sponsored by the Law Schools
Center for International and Comparative
Law and the European Journal of
International Law. At deadline time, the
program was to include sessions on
"International Economic and
Environmental Law," 'The United Nations
and the Maintenance of Peace," and
"International Law Making."
Each session included discussions from
the U.S. and European viewpoints, and
remarks by one or more commentators.
For example, the session on international
lawmaking included a presentation of the
U.S. viewpoint by Kenneth Anderson, of
American University, Washington College
of Law; comments from the European
perspective by Peter Malanczuk, of
Erasmus University; and comment by
Professor James Hathaway of the University
of Michigan Law School.
Cont111ued on page 32
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The conference was the first for
Professor Merritt B. Fox as director of the
Center for International and Comparative
Law; Fox was named director in July.
(See story page 45).
In addition, Fox and Professor Michael
A. Heller, who serve as directors for
corporate governance for the William
Davidson Institute, which investigates and
assists nations whose economies are in
transition to modern free market systems,
organized a conference on "Corporate
Governance Lessons from Transition
Economy Reforms" that also was held
September 24-25. The Law School cosponsored the conference, which focused
on the questions of "what, if anything, do
the reform experiences of transition
countries teach about corporate governance
theory generally?"
Here are the other conferences and
symposia to be held at the Law School
during this academic year:
■ Children in Crisis: Rethinking
Juvenile Justice. January 28, 2000. "From
the two Chicago boys accused of rape and
murder, to the recent rash of school
shootings, juvenile crime seems like an
ever-present reminder of societys failures,"
symposium planners say 'The symposium
will examine this timeless issue by
addressing contemporary and traditional
approaches to juvenile crime and the oftentragic consequences." Sessions are to deal
with police interviewing techniques, trying
mmors as adults, juvenile detention, school
shootings, and careers in the field.
Presented by the Michigan Criminal Law
Society
. ■ Competing in the 21st Century:
Title IX, Gender Equity, and Athletics.
February 4-5. 'Title IX [of the Civil Rights
Act]_ has spurred much litigation, especially
dunng the past 10 years," say organizers of
the symposium, which is presented by the
Michigan Journal of Law Reform. "Female
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athletes have taken their universities to
court to prevent women's sports from being
cut, or to gain varsity status for women's
club teams. Surprisingly, the Supreme
,
Court has yet to consider a case specifically
addressing the issue of gender equity in
athletics. Due to the continuing
controversy surrounding Title IX and its
current enforcement, there is abundant
room for reform in this area of the law
making the subject ideally suited to a '
Michigan Journal of Law Reform symposium."
■ Private and Public Ordering of
Commercial Transactions. February 1112. Presented by the Michigan Law Review
with assistance from Professor Ronald J.
Mann, who will be one of the presenters.
Other speakers are to include commercial
law experts from Harvard, Yale, Columbia,
the University of Chicago and Boalt Hall at
the University of California at Berkley, as
well as University of Michigan Law School
faculty members Mark D. West and James
J. White, '62, and Professor Scott j. Masten
of the University of Michigan School of
Business Administration. Sessions will deal
with Article 2 and the reality of sales
contracts; the role of leverage; and private
ordering without public ordering.
■ Identities in the Year 2000 and
Beyond. March 17-19. Presented by the
Michigan Journal of Race & Law, the
symposium "will bring together students,
scholars, practitioners, and activists to
explore the ways in which various
identities are currently recognized in
American legal institutions, to explore the
ways in which conceptions of identity will
evolve, and to evaluate different techniques
for multi-dimensional analysis in the
courtroom and the classroom," according
to the symposium proposal.
■ A Decade of Indian Law Rewriting Justice Marshall's Vision of
Indian Country. March 24. Topics will
cover tribal/state relations, sovereign
immunity legislation, and the potential
impact of international law. Presented by
the Native American Law Students
Association and the Michigan Journal of
Race & Law, with assistance from the
University of Michigan's Office of
Multi-Ethnic Student Affairs.

Appeals Court:
intervenors can
enter suit
The U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals
ruled m early August that a coalition of
African American and Hispanic students
may join the University of Michigan in
defense of its admissions policies. The
policies of the Law School and the
undergraduate program are being
challenged in two lawsuits brought by the
Washington, D.C.-based Center for
Individual Rights (CIR). The ruling
overturns an earlier trial court decision
and delays the original August 30, 1999
date to begin trial of the suit against the
Law School until August 28, 2000. CIR
brought the suit in late 1997 to challenge
the use of race as one of many factors that
go into making admissions decisions.
"We welcome the intervenors'
involvement," Elizabeth Barry, '88, the
University's associate vice president and
vice general counsel, said in a statement
released after the decision. "Both the
intervenors and the University are fighting
for the same thing: the preservation of a
diverse student body This ruling puts
students front and center in the cases and
their point of view is very important to
this debate."

BRIEFS

University honors Israeli jurist,
Law School supporter AHARON BARAK
PHOTO COURTESY PROFESSORJOSEPH VINING

Joseph Vining, the Harry Burns
Hutchins Collegiate Professor of Law, has
an abiding respect for the work and
dedication of Aharon Barak, president of
the Supreme Court of Israel. So he was
elated when his nomination of the Israeli
jurist to receive an honorary degree from
the University of Michigan was accepted.
And he was happier still to be able to
escort Barak during much of his visit to the
University of Michigan campus last May to
receive his honorary degree as part of
spring commencement ceremonies.
Barak is well known at the Law School.
He was a visiting professor here each year
from 1990-93, and was scheduled to teach
but was unable to come in 1995, the year
he became president of the Israeli Supreme
Court. He currently is a member of the
advisory board of the Law Schools Center
for International and Comparative Law.
The written citation for the honorary
degree ceremony read:
"A brilliant legal scholar and jurist and
president of the Israeli Supreme Court
since 1995, Aharon Barak is widely
respected for his courage, integrity, and
wisdom in adjudicating some of the most
difficult legal problems the western
democratic tradition has presented.
"Since his appointment as a Supreme
Court justice in 1978, Judge Barak has
widened citizens' rights of petition and has
helped shape Israels constitutional,
administrative , and commercial laws
through his opinions and scholarship.

"A graduate of the Hebrew University
Law School, Judge Barak joined the
schools faculty in 1963 and was appointed
dean in 1974. He is a dedicated public
servant, both in his own country and
internationally, respected for his candor
and great personal integrity. Among his
many contributions to international law is
a treaty on bills of exchange created at the
request of the United Nations Commission
on International Trade Law. He also
contributed significantly to the Camp
David Peace Accords while serving as
Israels attorney general.
'Judge Barak has published extensively
in both Hebrew and English, including six
books and nearly 100 articles. He is a
frequent and welcome visitor to the United
States, where he teaches seminars in
constitutional law at Michigan's Law
School, as well as at the law schools of Yale
and Harvard universities. Judge Barak has
fostered cooperation and friendship
between members of the University of

Professors Samuel R. Gross and Roderick Hills Jr.
chat with Aharon Barak, president of the Supreme
Court of Israel, during a reception at the Law
School in conjunction with Barak~ receipt of an
honorary degree at the University of Michigan~
spring commencement in May. At right is Ina
Sanda low, spouse of Professor Terrance Sanda low.

Michigan faculty and Israeli institutions
through his participation in the
international exchange program
Partnership 2000.
"In recognition of his distinguished
scholarship and lasting contributions to
society and to the academy, to relations
between Israel and the University, and to
international peace and understanding, the
University of Michigan is proud to present
to Aharon Barak the honorary degree
Doctor of Laws."
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New law students aid area agencies;
speakers added to service day
John Sloat, joking about the similarities
between his protective goggles and a highpriced brand of sunglasses, brushed his
cleaning sponge back and forth over the
ceiling of the old house that makes up part
of SOS/Prospect Place in Ypsilanti. The
goggles may not have equaled the allure of
Okley sunglasses, but the satisfaction that
Sloat reaped from helping the family
assistance agency more than compensated.
Sloat and about a dozen other summer
starter law students, accompanied by
Clinical Professor Nick Rine and Mary
Dluzen of the law School Admissions
Office staff, spent a morning in June
scouring walls, moving and checking toys
and furniture, and helping in other ways to
ready SOS/Prospect Place for its summer
program.
SOS provides services for women and
children in crisis and aids homeless people.
The center was one of four work sites for
the new students during the service day
portion of their orientation to the law
School. The other sites were:
■ Food Gatherers, a "food rescue"
program that collects unused food for
distribution to needy Students helped with
food sorting, preparation for a fundraising
event, and painting.
■ Dawn Fann, a residential treatment
facility for young people with substance
abuse problems, where law student
volunteers worked with residents at
gardening, spring planting, and painting.
■ The Ann Arbor Hunger Coalition,
which provides meals to needy people.
law student volunteers helped clean and
sanitize kitchens of Ann Arbor churches
where the meals are prepared and served.
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The service day program has been part
of summer and fall orientation for several
years. This year, the program added
lunchtime speakers to help acquaint the
incoming students with the legal issues
faced by clients and leaders of the agencies
where the students were doing their
volunteer work. Rine, a member of the
law School's clinical faculty, was the
speaker at SOS.
James E. Schaafsma, '89, and Lisa S.
Ruby, '91, both of Legal Services of
Southeastern Michigan, were the speakers,
respectively, at Food Gatherers and at the
Ann Arbor Hunger Coalition.
At Dawn Fann there were three
speakers: Washtenaw County Circuit Court
Judge Archie Brown; the Hon. Elizabeth
Hines, '77, chief judge of the Washtenaw
County District Court; and Sheila Blakney,
chief assistant public defender for
Washtenaw County and president of the
Washtenaw County Bar Association.

Students ended their service day with
an outdoor barbecue dinner on the law
Quadrangle. The dinner speaker was
Robert Precht, director of the law Schools
Office of Public Service. Precht related how
then-candidate John f Kennedy, in a brief
wee-hours-of-the-morning talk at the
Michigan Union in 1960, sketched the
ideas that would lead to establishment of
the Peace Corps during Kennedy's presidency
Service Day was organized by the
law School's Office of Student Services and
Office of Public Service.

BRIEFS

At far left, law students who have
come to SOS/Prospect Place for the
service day portion of their orientation
in June hear SOS/Prospect Place
Children Services Coordinator Terri
Bead!escomb explain how the
Ypsilanti-based agency aids women,
children, and homeless people. Left,
first-year law student John Sloat
reaches high to scrub the ceiling of a
building at SOS/Prospect Place. Other
volunteers cleaned rooms, evaluated
toys, and otherwise helped prepare
SOS for its summer daycare program.
Overall, about 60 students worked at
four sites on service day: SOS/Prospect
Place; Food Gatherers; Dawn Farm;
and the Ann Arbor Hunger Coalition.
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Summer's midday programs
head outdoors
Images of the Law School's
architecture often etch
themselves into graduates'
memories as they pursue their
careers. Many of these
memories play off the light of
colored windows and slate
roofs against the reds and
oranges of autumn hardwoods;
others mingle with recollections
of gray winter skies and white
snow, or (read: "hurray!")
spring flowers.
For some students, however
- "summer starters" and those
who for other reasons attend
classes during the warmest
months - they also may recall
classes held outdoors or
discussions held in the sunny
open-air courtyard bounded by
the first floor hallways of
Hutchins Hall. David Baum,
'89, director of Student
Services, finds the courtyard a
welcome alternative site for the
midday programs he arranges
during the summer months.
This summer, he presented
three lunchtime brown bag
programs in the informal
setting of the courtyard. The
series included: talks in June by
Clinical Assistant Professors
Bridget McCormack and Philip
Frost, the assistant director of
the Law School'.s Legal Practice
Program; and in July by
Rebecca Shiemke, an attorney
with Legal Services of
Southeastern Michigan Inc. and
supervisor of the student-run
Family Law Project. In each
program, billed as "The
Anatomy of a ... (fill in the
type of case)," the speaker
outlined the steps and
processes that go into the case.
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Together, the speakers analyzed
the workings of a criminal case,
a civil case, and a family law
case.
The three speakers also
showed different approaches to
teaching about their cases:
McCormack, who used a
hypothetical case composed of
pieces of actual cases she had
worked on, explained that she
prefers to use such cases for
teaching purposes; Frost and
Shiemke used actual cases for
their discussions, but did not
reveal names of the companies
and people involved.
McCormack outlined the
processes that make up a
criminal case involving a
defendant accused of selling a
controlled substance; Frost
traced the steps involved in
pursuing a case against a dealer
who charged a manufacturer/
supplier with violating antitrust
laws; Shiemke re-traced the
steps in a case in which a
woman sought a personal
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Summer~ sunny days and warm temperatures offer new venues for Law School
brown bag programs - lilie this one, where listeners in the Hutchins Hall
interior courtyard listen as Clinical Assistant Professor Philip Frost, assistant
director of the Legal Practice Program, discusses a civil case. Frost~ talk was
one of three in the "Anatomy of a ... Case" series that presented sessions on a
criminal, a civil, and a family law case. Other speakers in the se1ies were
Assistant Clinical Professor B,idget McCormack and Rebecca Shiemke, who
supervises the student-run Family Law Project.

protection order against her
husband, later filed for divorce
from him, and finally rejoined
him. All speakers led students
through their cases step by step
and answered any questions
that arose along the way
McCormack'.s talk, "based
on many cases that I did when
I was a public defender,"
moved from the incident, in
which the defendant was said
to have sold heroin to an
undercover officer, through
arrest, arraignment, pre-trial
discovery, investigation,
motions, hearings, and then the
trial and appeals.
Frost described how a
dealer charged his client, the
manufacturer/supplier, with
fraud and antitrust violation,
and how his client countersued.
Eventually, the case went to
arbitration in New York State,
and the arbitration panel ruled
against the dealer. "They kept
us in suspense for a while,"

Frost said. "We got a decision
in our favor a couple of weeks
later."
Shiemke explained that her
clinic's client, a woman who
brought her children with her
to Ann Arbor when her
husband expected her to join
him in Minnesota, sought a
personal protection order in
Michigan when her husband
tried to locate and contact her.
The case was further complicated
when the husband filed action
from Minnesota for custody of
the children, and later, when
his attorney filed to change
judges when the hearing for
renewal of the PPO was
scheduled. "It'.s not a typical
case," she explained. "All our
cases are not like this." But it
was a good teaching case.

